
Action on NCDs across borders – the 
European cancer policy perspective

Richard Price
Head of Policy
European Cancer Organisation

1



About the European Cancer Organisation
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Mission: To reduce the burden of cancer, improve outcomes and 
the quality of care for cancer patients, through 
multidisciplinarity and multiprofessionalism

Working together to build consensus 
and achieve improvement 

in cancer care 

42 21Member 
Societies

Patient Advocacy 
Groups
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Our Members
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Our Patient Advisory 
Committee

Patient Advocates are at the heart of the European Cancer Organisation, 
with 21 patient advocacy groups 

The Patient Advisory Committee is involved in all policy-making and activities, 
including the Focused Topic Networks
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Our strategic pillars of activity



Focused Topic Networks
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Promoting a vision of what Europe can achieve 
on cancer together: a journey to realisation
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2019: Commitment to that vision from the top 
of the EU 
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Speaking as one to the European Union
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The Beating Cancer Plan’s Flagship initiatives 
2021-2025

Prevention Eliminate cancers caused by human papillomaviruses (by 2030)

2021 2022 2023 2024 2025

Early 
detection Develop a new EU Cancer Screening Scheme

Diagnosis & 
treatment

Establish an EU Network of National Comprehensive Cancer Centres

Launch ‘Cancer Diagnostic and Treatment for All’

Launch UNCAN.eu to help identify individuals at high risk for common cancers

Quality 
of life Launch the ‘Better Life for Cancer Patients Initiative’

Cross pillar 
objectives 

& initiatives

Create a Knowledge Centre 
on Cancer

Launch an EU Cancer 
Imaging Initiative

Launch a Cancer Inequalities Registry

Launch the ‘Helping Children 
with Cancer Initiative’



A big step forward: Europe’s Beating Cancer 
Plan. A response to the community’s calls
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The case for inter-specialty cancer training
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With healthcare professionals 
learning together, and better 
knowing each other’s area of 
expertise and contribution, a 
strengthened culture of team 
working can emerge.

As cancer care gets ever more 
complex, it can only work at its best 
when the many involved disciplines 
and specialties work closely to bring 
their respective areas of expertise 
forward

As promoted by the European 
Code of Cancer Practice, every 
cancer patient in Europe should 
expect to receive care from a 
specialised multidisciplinary team 
as a right. Inter-specialty training is 
designed to underpin successful 
multidisciplinary working.

The challenge of fostering strong 
inter-speciality understanding is a 
common challenge for Europe’s 
cancer care delivery systems. In the 
context of Europe’s Beating Cancer, 
meeting the challenge together can 
be demonstrated as a success for 
the EU’s emerging Health Union.

Science & practice 
developments increase 
the need for close 
multidisciplinary 
collaboration

Addressing patient 
rights

Improving 
cultures of 
team 
working

Addressing a 
challenge as 
Europe, 
together
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The INTERACT-EUROPE consortium represents the breadth of
the European oncology community with 33 organisations
involved from 17 countries, and including key consultative
partner organisations such as ESPEN.

The consortium is also supported by the participation of leading
cancer centres and the Organisation of European Cancer
Institutes (OECI).



Core elements of INTERACT-EUROPE
An EU inter-specialty 
cancer training needs 
assessment

An EU inter-specialty 
cancer training 
curriculum

Pan European 
recruitment of 
participating cancer 
centres and trainees

Live introductory 
learning for trainees 
and centre mentors

Deployment & testing 
of automatic 
translation 
technology to widen 
access to the 
programme 



Key outputs of INTERACT-EUROPE now 
delivered with first trainees commencing
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The next stages: In short summary
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To implement the Inter-specialty Cancer Training (ISCT) curriculum developed under the INTERACT-EUROPE project, 
INTERACT2 will:

OVERALL OBJECTIVE: To establish Europe as an international leader in the utilisation of 
multidisciplinary cancer care for improved patient care and outcomes through the implementation of 
a technology-enabled inter-specialty cancer training programme throughout Europe..

Establish a dedicated digital 
learning management system 
adapted to the needs of oncology 
professionals.

Establish, and train trainers in, the 
programme, in at least 100 cancer 
centres in Europe in 15 countries

TIMELINE

36 Months

As well as produce and integrate two new modules: 
• inter-specialty training in paediatric (incl. AYA) oncology; and
• specific needs of misplaced people with cancer (with specific 

focus on Ukraine) for all health care professionals in Europe.



About smartCARE

Develop a Cancer Survivor Smart Card to improve the quality 
of life and health status of cancer survivors, in the form of a 
mobile application, embracing the core attributes of patient 
centred care.

Views and opinions expressed are however those of the author(s) only and do not 
necessarily reflect those of the European Health and Digital Executive Agency (HADEA). 
Neither the European Union nor the granting authority can be held responsible for them.
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art-care.org
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sm

art-care.org

Key Facts
19

sm
art-care.org

2 year project that started in January
2023

€2.5 million euro budget funded under the 
EU4Health Programme

Key deliverables:
• Extensive user needs assessment
• Results of the prototype

Organisations from 17 EU and 20 
European Contries involved

Coordinated by the European Cancer 
Organisation



20
sm

art-care.org
smartCARE: The App Empowering Cancer 
Survivors in Europe

The application will facilitate patient empowerment:
The Smart Card will facilitate patient empowerment, allowing survivors to have an easy access to their treatment summary, 
being able to share it with relatives and professionals but also having access to a broad range of resources and functionalities
enhancing quality of life.

It will comprise of three main elements:

How will it achieve this:
Running an extensive user needs assessment and support the technical development and piloting of the app prototype.

Treatment 
summary

Resources 
functions 

Follow-up care plan and 
self-management tools



Work Packages (WP)

WP1
Coordination, 
Recommendations & 
Sustainability

This Work Package will lead 
the alignment of all 
consortium activities with 
the project goals and 
consistency across all Work 
Packages and convey a 
sustainability Plan for the 
app.

Leader:
European Cancer 
Organisation (ECO)

WP2
Users needs

This Work Package will 
achieve the fullest 
understanding of the 
range of survivor, 
caregiver & healthcare 
professionals’ needs 
associated with the 
development of the 
smartCARE app.

Leader:
European Cancer 
Organisation (ECO)

WP3
Co-creation & Piloting

Work Package 3 will 
collaborate with the 
third-party App developer 
to co-create an 
interoperable Smart Card 
solution usable across a 
variety of healthcare 
infrastructures and readily 
available to survivors, their 
families and other end 
users.

Leader:
The International Clinical 
Research Center of St. 
Anne's University Hospital 
in Brno (FNUSA-ICRC)

WP4
Evaluation

This Work Package will 
ensure the quality of the 
project design & outputs by 
continual monitoring and 
review actions.

Leader:
PanCare

WP5
Communication

Work Package 5 
will maximise project 
visibility and promote 
project results through 
the dissemination 
and exploitation 
of communication 
activities.

Leader:
SIOP Europe (SIOPE)
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art-care.org

https://www.europeancancer.org/
https://www.europeancancer.org/
https://www.europeancancer.org/
https://www.europeancancer.org/
https://www.fnusa-icrc.org/en/home-2/
https://www.fnusa-icrc.org/en/home-2/
https://www.fnusa-icrc.org/en/home-2/
https://www.fnusa-icrc.org/en/home-2/
https://www.pancare.eu/
https://siope.eu/


Our consortium
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sm
art-care.org
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art-care.org
Project timeline overview

Scoping 
Assessment

Definition of the 
Functionalities

User needs 
surveys

Pilot 
testing

Development of 
the prototype

Patient-led workshops
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art-care.org
The Prototype

PAC defined 
their initial list of 

features

Feasibility 
assessment

Workable 
demo 

created

*The design, UI and exact 
wording is subject to 
change after discussions 
with the designer

smartCARE Prototype 
Wire-Frame Demo

Workshops held involving 
patients and HCPs to 

finalise modules

Input from patient-
led workshops and 

IBTA workshop

Patient and HCP 
surveys

Pilot testing with survivors

Next steps

Scoping Assessment
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art-care.org
User Needs Surveys

August

Analysis

April 1st 

Dissemination of Surveys

• Understanding the needs related to specific adult tumour types (e.g. 
breast, prostate, bladder, colorectal)

• Understanding the needs related to paediatric cancer survivors
• Understanding needs related to survivors’ experiences in respect of 

co-morbidities and complications (e.g., cardiovascular)

In addition:

• Understanding the perspective of healthcare professionals through a 
2-hour roundtable/workshop

November

Construction of Surveys
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art-care.org
Piloting of the Prototype

Usability Testing Observational Study

• Use-related safety assessment and usability 
measurement.

• Specifically prepared fictional scenarios will be 
prepared.

• This will involve scripted one-on-one interviews.

• Participants will perform scenarios with a 
conductor to avoid bias and will be observed by a 
trained monitor.

• Continued use of the prototype application in a 
close-to-real environment.

• Participants will be provided with the developed 
version of the prototype to interact with.

• Participants for the Observational Study will be 
recruited through 5 medical centers in four 
countries, covering both paediatric and adult 
cancer survivors and caregivers.
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art-care.org

If you would like to connect with the smartCARE project 
please don’t hesitate to contact:

jack.latteur@europeancancer.org



Looking ahead: Building a European 
Cancer Manifesto together
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Maintain political 
energy on EU 
cancer policy.

Showcase foundations 
for future progress 
already created by 
Europe’s Beating 
Cancer Plan

Put forward fresh 
ideas and 
recommendations to 
heighten the Beating 
Cancer Plan’s success.

Create the basis of an 
interactive campaign 
that members, patient 
organisations, 
politicians and citizens 
can engage with.

Maintain a political 
campaign through 
November 2023 to 
November 2024.
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Introductory Pulse 
slide

IVANA





To get involved…
Find out more:
www.europeancancer.org 

Contact:

info@europeancancer.org

http://www.europeancancer.org/
mailto:info@europeancancer.org
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